IRANIAN PROPAGANDA DO NOT EMAIL

DO NOT EMAIL THIS, THIS IS IRANIAN PROPAGANDA

Title: Urgent action needed to stop a bill which destroys universities
Dear ...

I am (NAME), who holds a [or studying] (SPECIFIC DEGREE FROM NAMED UNIVERSITY). | do
(SPECIFIC RESEARCH/TECH WORK) with colleagues who are from all over the world. | a igg to
you about a horrible disaster for the US universities that just happened in the Senate. On W:&
Dec 2, Senator Lee brought the devastating bill HR1044 to the Senate floor and passed it b Q3]
consent without a single public hearing. %

There are now about one million people in the high-skilled green card waiting ling, is growing with
employment-based applicants exceeding green card numbers every year. Ev rs&y H.R.1044
exacerbates the problem through zero-sum legislation. It will repeal the per-cou p of green cards for
skilled new Americans as if that alone will solve the backlog. The Con@%l Résearch Service proved
earlier this year that the number of people waiting for green cards will doubleN@a decade, while under
H.R.1044, the waiting time for immigrants from all over the wor become 17 years, practically
destroying the employment-based immigration system in the couglgy.

A 17-year wait time will deter the brightest of the forei
much of the research labs in our university will experie
This is threatening the very function of the university an

@ s and scholars from coming to the US and
e Ndr@p in recruitment and applicant quality.
ill set us back in competition.

To compound the matter, the current lang f M'R.1044 also threatens the 360,000 Chinese students
in the U.S. with deportation and denial of a nt of status by a new amendment just added to the
language of the bill which could be knowrigs w “Chinese Exclusion Act”.

This is an existential threat to (U Y NAME) and a crisis for America’s competitive advantage.

We are in a very critical s@ NIVERSITY NAME) needs to act IMMEDIATELY.

In the next few days, t u d the Senate will review the language for final approval. We ask you
to immediately c %C representatives and convey your opposition to this bill. We would
love to meet/talk ouVollowing up on this letter and discuss specific ways that (NAME THE

SCHOOL) coyffelp.Yowever, please act promptly, because without expressing your concerns in the
next 10 day @ ademic prospects of (NAME THE SCHOOL) will be severely jeopardized.

/Fu me/  (note: writing your full name within forward slashes acts as an easy electronic signature: e.g./John T. Smith/)
Full Nafme
Affiliation
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A Sample Email

Email subject: Urgent: Bill HR1044 passed the Senate

Dear ...,
o\
| am very surprised that on Wednesday Dec 2, bill HR1044 passed the senate wit

amendments that will be devastating for higher education in the United States. Pl%nd the
details in my letter attached.

| hope that our university could act immediately to prevent this bill beccw .

Sincerely,
Name O
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Version 0 - For those replying back with more info or those following up DoR’t

further info on the bill - mostly according to the Congressional Research Service (CR

Thanks for your response [OR following my previous email]. Just wanted to provide soe
attached the full report. Following quotes are from this report. Hopefully this will clarfh X

misinformation advertised on this bill. fb
e Did per-country cap create the backlog? No!
“The employment-based immigrant backlog exists because the annu b& of foreign
workers whom U.S. employers hire and then sponsor to enter the empl t-based

immigration pipeline has regularly exceeded the annual statutw ocation of green
cards.” CRS report.

e Does this bill eliminate the backlog? No OQ
“S. 386 would not reduce future backlogs comlb rrent law.”
d inci

se from an estimated 915,497

“The total backlog for all three categorie I
individuals currently to an estimated 2,19 dividuals by FY2030.” CRS report
iar

“Since the number of new bene ceeds the number of green cards issued each

year, the total backlog unde narios is projected to more than double...” CRS
report v
e What is the expedie i®time in futures for all employment based green card

applicants fro%ound the world?

"By @ 1, EB2, and EBS3 petition holders could expect to wait 7, 37, and 11
Y

will be affected by this:
Q 1. New International faculty members! This poses risk to US universities to
attract international faculty members and researchers as ALL new members will
face these long wait times for green cards.

2. Prospective International Students - According to the statistics from the
Department of Labor (see PERM data), the majority of the CURRENT recipients
of the employment based green cards are US graduates. The flow of NEW
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international students to the US will likely drop significantly if they do not have a
clear future employment.

e Will only certain countries be affected by this bill? No!

”in FY2030, the wait time [for Indian nationals] would be 37 years [in EB2 category], the
same as for all other foreign nationals.”

e Does Long green card waiting time affect US universities ability to attra:\\
students? Yes! \

“In the face of the substantial wait times for LPR status, however, growing @o;

such workers are reportedly migrating to countries other than the Yhitég States for
education, employment, or both.” CRS report.

e Who opposes this bill? Most immigration organizations! &e&omprehensive list
here:https://www.supalIofus.orq/oppositions-to-s386-h@ /

While reading the full report, please note that the | m:ess provision” is removed from the
latest version which led to the oppositio n of Agne Immigration Lawyers Association.

waiting in the immigrant visa backlog a ould extend the risk of children aging out and

“AILA cannot support legislation that places %a/ burdens on those who are already
t
keeping families in limbo for longer.” &

The bottom line is, while g&gnd the problem and the need for a comprehensive

immigration reform, |@iro lieve that this bill would do more harm than good, especially to
US higher Institutigns be straight here,

e Doeg ersity want to be neutral on a bill that limits them from attracting future
u % bers from ANYWHERE in the world due to significant waiting times?
° ur university want to be neutral on a bill that jeopardizes its ability to attract
raguate students from ALL over the world? (As | mentioned, the majority of those
currently receiving EB green cards are US graduates- the pattern is clear.

IMPORTANT UPDATE ON BILL

| have heard many universities believe there is not enough time to reconcile the differences
between the Senate and House version - | am told that the chances are HIGH that a version of
this bill will be attached to a must-pass COVID bill . Unfortunately this is a surprising tradition
in Congress to bypass everything. This bill was passed with NO Public Hearings , and
now they are going to bypass the reconciliation and next voting.
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Again, | reiterate that removing the country cap without adding the number of green cards does
not address the fundamental problem, and creates more problems. So respectfully | urge you
and our university to act quickly on this matter.

The stakes for our university and higher education in the US are high and swift action is
essential to stop this bill from becoming law

Please let me know when we can meet to discuss this bill further in the next few daw.\\\

Regards

[Your name and title] @
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Version 1 - For those just following up

| am reaching out to you to follow up on my previous email regarding the HR1044/S386 bill. |

would like to emphasize that the China Exclusion amendment in the current version of the bill

passed in the Senate (S386) is not the only issue in this bill.

There are many other issues that would directly affect the educational and economic value of

the universities in the US. US universities are reputable all over the world because of&
a,

outstanding and brightest faculties that are attracted from anywhere around the wo

Europe, Africa, and many more.

Eliminating the per-county cap on the employment-based green cards would only a the IT
workers, who are mostly from one nation, to enter the US market throughou rse of 17
years! The IT industry will be able to access low-cost labor, whereas, th€ most e®8ucated
professionals and academic people from different countries would not % 0 become New
Americans and serve universities. This will reduce the demand fpor 4@ining d@r school, cause
some employees to leave for other countries, and overall hurt th&&utation of outstanding
universities. The universities in Canada, Europe, Australia an ia will gain more demand. This
will devalue our university by all means. According to CRS % the waiting time for a green
card for anyone including academics will be increased4Q %rs. Imagine years of losing the
most knowledgeable professionals from all over thQe dyvho would have migrated to the US. |
am really saddened by the fact that no one apprecigte\what is happening right now. |, as an
opposer, ask you to stand up with us and saye the uRiyersities and the academic environment
from this existential threat.

Version 2 - For those replying more info

Dear [full name and {

Thank you fogoWgfe
with the de % ,

| requig et with you and other relevant officials from the university’s office of government
atiols

tact from university reply]

sponse. | appreciate you taking the time and effort to address my concerns
unfair, and short-sighted H.R. 1044 bill.

rel [Otional: as well as representatives of All of US - a non-profit organization for high-
skil migrants opposing this bill]

Please note that there is a high chance that proponents of this bill will amend it to the upcoming
must-pass bills, such as the COVID-19 relief bill or the 2021 appropriations bill. The common
assumption that the bill will not pass in the current congress, hence not affecting [name of
university] and its interests, can be short-sighted and devastating.
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Next, | would like to emphasize that the “China Exclusion” amendment in the current version of
the bill, which was passed in the Senate (S386) on Wednesday 12/2, is NOT the only issue in
this bill. There are many other issues that would directly affect the educational and economic
prospects of the universities in the US. US universities are reputable because of the outstanding
faculties and researchers that are attracted from all over the world, Asia, Europe, Africa
Australia and so on. Eliminating the per-county cap would only allow the high tech workers, who
are mostly from one nation, to enter the US job market for the foreseeable future. These high
tech workers barely hold a graduate level degree and would not be a fit for professorsw

I This

mentorship or even teaching in the US universities. These High Tech workers who ayeNgai
Non-US graduates would take over the whole nhumber of employment based Greei ;5 !

will make many qualified prospective faculty candidates from different nationalitiedr ider
their choice in choosing the US as their next home, due to the uncertainties asg§o8j with the
extremely long wait time to obtain permanent residency. Therefore, the n@oin the
academic programs in the US will be suppressed . Even the graduate the US universities
would suffer from the falling value of the education in the US and the uni ies in Canada,
Europe and Asia will gain more demand. If HR1044/S386 passe\&iing to CRS, the waiting
time for a green card for anyone including academics will be ingigased to 37 years. Imagine
years of erosion of the most knowledgeable professionals fro@ent countries in the US. |
am aware of the fact that you are monitoring this bill but lefm8
in house in less than 20 minutes without
was also passed in the Senate again witho
consent in less than a minute.

Unfortunately, this is a very probable sce or this bill to be attached to the Covid
relief bill which means both chambe@ congress don't necessarily need to reconcile

the existing differences between thgt rsions of the bill. In this very probable
scenario the bill can be passe Covid Relief bill without a single public hearing.

Therefore, we only have just % s to show how controversial this bill is to the house reps.

—

you that this bill was passed
pli€ hearing last year and it
blic hearing through unanimous

Again, | urge you to act qllicklyzaind reach out to the house representatives and let them know
your concerns about ilI"and its effects on US universities before it’s too late! [Include
charts and atta n{¥IT required]

The stakes @ university and higher education in the US is high and agile action is essential

to stop, b pm becoming law. Please let me know when we can meet to discuss this bill
furtheg | ext few days.
Best r@gards,

[Your name and title]



